Our jury
I am Jaco den Bakker, a cucumber grower, from Brielle, The
Netherlands. I am 47 years old, married and have 3 children. After
school, I studied Horticulture/Plant Sciences at the Wageningen
University. After my studies, I went on to work with my father at our
parental horticultural company. Until today, it is my passion to grow
plants in all its facets. I now have a greenhouse of 2.5 ha where I
grow cucumbers in a high-wire system with all modern technologies.
I enjoy that despite all technological possibilities, nature enable the
growth of food crops!

Marco Bressan, PhD, is Chief Data Scientist in Satellogic where he is
bringing together a team of AI experts to build a planet-scale realtime analytics platform. He was Chief Data Scientist for the BBVA
group, global head of Data and Open Innovation, and Chairman of
BBVA Data & Analytics. Marco defined and led BBVA’s efforts to
become a data-driven organization. Marco was also Chief Innovation
Officer, Transportation and Government for Xerox Corporation
where he developed data-driven transportation solutions. He has
also led several R&D organizations and as a researcher his
background is in AI, statistical pattern recognition, machine learning
and computer vision. Over 30 scientific publications, 11 patents and
a number of new services and products are the result of his research
work.
In 2017 Marco received the Digital Masters Award for Excellence in
Transformational Use of Data.

Stefania De Pascale is full professor at the Department of
Agricultural Sciences (DAS) in the University of Naples Federico II.
She obtained a B.S and a M.S. in Agricultural Sciences from the
University of Naples Federico II with the highest score 110/110 cum
laude (first-class honors) and a M.S. in Green areas and landscape
design from the Polytechnic University of Turin with the highest
score 110/110 cum laude. She also obtained a 2nd level Master
degree and a Perfezionamento diploma in Ornamental horticulture
from the University of Turin. Since she joined the DAS in 1993, she
and her team have performed numerous researches both in field and
in greenhouse to determine the effects of environmental and
cultural factors on plant growth and development and produce
quality on a wide range of vegetable and ornamental crops.
Research Areas/Topics: abiotic stress adaptation of horticultural
crops, water and nutrient management of horticultural crops in
greenhouse production, organic horticulture and post-harvest
physiology of vegetables and cut flowers and the setup of a
Bioregenerative Life Support System based on the use of higher
plants for food and oxygen production, CO2 regeneration and water
purification.
She has co-authored >120 papers in referred international journals
>100 conference papers in peer-reviewed conference proceedings
and >100 articles in technical national and international magazines.
Scopus Author ID: 56368717900 http://orcid.org/0000-0002-36537497.

Eldert J. van Henten (1963) is a full professor and head of the Farm
Technology Group at Wageningen University since 2005. In 1987 he
obtained his M.Sc. degree (with honours) in Agricultural Sciences at
Wageningen University with a specialization in Horticulture. In 1994
he obtained his Ph.D. degree in Agricultural and Environmental
Sciences at Wageningen University, with a PhD thesis entitled
‘Greenhouse climate management: an optimal control approach’.
With protected cultivation and arable farming as main application
fields, his research interests include sensing, modelling, design and
(optimal) control of bio-systems, bio-robotics and high-tech
automation and company logistics.
He is (co-)author of 1 book, 2 book chapters and more than 125
papers in peer reviewed journals and conference proceedings. For
more information see: https://www.wur.nl/en/Persons/Eldert-vanHenten.htm

Leo Marcelis is full professor Horticulture and Product Physiology at
Wageningen University, The Netherlands. Leo has a vast experience
in experimental and simulation research on growth and functioning
of horticultural plants grown in greenhouses and vertical farms. His
main expertise is on physiology, growth and product formation of
plants and plant organs. In particular fluxes of assimilates, water and
nutrients in the plant, sink/source interactions and partitioning
among plant organs in response to environmental growth conditions
are subject of study. His research contributes to sustainable
horticultural production while improving crop production and
quality; this includes saving of energy, efficient use of (LED)light,
efficient use of water and nutrients.
He has (co-) authored more than 160 scientific articles and over 250
articles for growers or general public. More info:
https://www.wageningenur.nl/en/Persons/Leo-Marcelis.htm

